A review of the genetic effects of naturally occurring flavonoids, anthraquinones and related compounds.
Two classes of common phenolic plant pigments, the anthraquinones and the flavonols, contain many members mutagenic in the Salmonella/mammalian microsome assay. Several reports on the mutagenicity or other genetic or "carcinogenic" effects of these compounds have appeared in the literature or have been presented at various scientific meetings. The object of this review paper is to assess the present state of knowledge with respect to the genetic toxicity of these agents and their dietary intake and metabolic fate in man. Such information is necessary for formulating an assessment of genetic or carcinogenic risk to man posed by these agents.